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Quarterly Field Report on the Status of Migrant and Refugee

Human Rights

October-December, 2017

The first quarterly field report on the status of migrant and refugee human rights in Macedonia
contains Macedonian Young Lawyers Association’s (MYLA's) findings regarding the treatment
of migrants and refugees in the reception-transit centers “Vinojug” and “Tabanovce”, with
focus on women, children and other vulnerable categories. MYLA's lawyers were present in
both centers and provided information, advice and legal assistance to those in need. The report
also refers to the treatment of migrants and refugees outside the centers, especially when it
comes to detention and returns as state’s response to irregular migration.

THE WESTERN-BALKAN ROUTE REMAINED CLOSED; MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES

TRANSITED MACEDONIA IRREGULARLY

Throughout the last three months of 2017, migrants and
refugees continued to transit Macedonia irregularly
with the help of smugglers using unofficial routes
towards Serbia, often without entering the reception-
transit centers “Vinojug” and “Tabanovce”. Unlike
during the previous period, when the migrants and
refugees were moving towards Serbia and further on to
Western Europe, during the reporting period it was
noticed that the movement took the opposite direction
and a large number of migrants and refugees began to
return to Greece. However, the irregular movement
became more difficult during December, since the
Macedonian police received new equipment, which
increased capacities and which increased capacities and
presence of police patrols on the ground!'

1 EU Donation to the Ministry of Interior in the amount of about four
million euros: http://moi.gov.mk/vest/5496, last accessed on
24.01.2018

Some of the migrants and refugees managed to cross the
border and continue their journey along the so-called
Western Balkans route. There were also returns
without a formal procedure (push-backs). Furthermore,
according to Ministry of Interior data, a total of 46
foreigners were detained in the Reception Center for
Foreigners in Skopje during September and November
2017. Most of these persons were intercepted by the
police while traveling with the assistance of smugglers.

Very few migrants and refugees entered the transit
centers. Those who came to the centers, usually stayed
only for a few days and continued their journey to
Greece or Serbia afterwards.


http://moi.gov.mk/vest/5496

VERY FEW MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES RESIDED IN THE TRANSIT CENTERS IN
GEVGELIJA AND TABANOVCE

There was no consistent practice of allowing access and accommodation to migrants and refugees at the reception-
transit centers in Gevgelija and Kumanovo. The police chose who to grant access to and accommodation at the centers,
in absence of established criteria. In a large number of cases, it was noticed that after migrants and refugees are brought
to "Vinojug" for fingerprinting and photographing, hours later they were returned to Greece outside of a formal
procedure. For these reasons, the number of individuals who resided in Tabanovce center for a few days was larger,
although approximately the same number of migrants and refugees arrived at both centers.

On the other hand, in Tabanovce, the migrants and refugees were not photographed and fingerprinted, and the
registration was a process of handover of newcomers between the social workers and the police.

Similarly, the treatment in both centers was inconsistent in terms of the freedom of movement. Even though the freedom
of movement was limited to migrants and refugees in "Vinojug", this was not the case with those who were
accommodated in "Tabanovce". However, the general impression is that the coordination and referral between
organizations and institutions are taking place without major problems in both centers.
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Country of origin of migrants and refugees in Vinojug and Tabanovce between October and December 2017



RECEPTION-TRANSIT CENTER “VINOJUG”, GEVGELIJA

During the reporting period, about 130 migrants and
refugees arrived at the center "Vinojug" in Gevgelija.
Most of them were intercepted by the police in
Gevgelija, Dojran and the surrounding areas, especially
at the bus and train stations in Gevgelija, as well as in the
villages of Moin, Udovo and Miravci. After intercepting
them, the police was taking the migrants and refugees to
"Vinojug" where they were photographed and
fingerprinted. The police usually accommodated only
the vulnerable categories and migrants and refugees
originating from Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan at the
center. Informal returns to Greece of persons who were
previously registered by the police in the center were
noticed.

Only a small number of the accommodated persons
stayed in the center for a long period of time. In most
cases, they left in several days.

During the entire reporting period, three people from
Afghanistan, a mother with two minor children, were
constantly present at the center. They arrived to the
center in March 2017 and plan to stay until they manage
to re-unite with the rest of their family members in
Greece.

The legal status of the migrants and refugees
accommodated in the center was unknown, with the
exception of those who sought asylum. Asylum seekers,
however, faced obstacles in accessing the asylum
procedure and waited for several days for the the police
to act upon their asylum requests.

In general, the migrants and refugees were satisfied with
the services they received at "Vinojug". They
complained only about the restricted freedom of
movement and absence of educational programs.
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RECEPTION-TRANSIT CENTER “TABANOVCE", KUMANOVO

About 145 migrants and refugees arrived at the center in

Tabanovce between October and December 2017. Most of = October

them came from Serbia and stayed for a short period of time
at the center before moving on to Greece. At the same time,
fewer number of people came from Greece intending to
reach Serbia. The accommodation of migrants and refugees
at the center was a police responsibility and they decided
who will be accommodated in absence of established
criteria. Migrants and refugees who were accommodated in
the center resided for a short period of time before
continuing their journey. According to unofficial data, the
largest number of migrants and refugees were noticed in the
villages of Vaksince and Lojane, but they did not arrive at the
center in Tabanovce.

The migrants and refugees who were accommodated at the
center had no legal status, with the exception of those who
sought asylum. Similar to "Vinojug", asylum seekers faced

difficult access to the asylum procedure and waited for and Tabanovce between October and November 2017
several days for the police to act upon their asylum

application.

November = December =

November
(104)

Number of newly arrived migrants and refugees in Vinojug




WOMEN, CHILDREN AND OTHER
VULNERABLE CATEGORIES OF
MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES

During the past three months, most of the people
who arrived at the reception-transit centers
"Vinojug" and "Tabanovce" were male adults
(88%), with the exception of 14 women and 16
children. The majority of the children (9) were
unaccompanied and in all of the cases they were
treated in accordance with the Standard
Operating  Procedures for Dealing  with
Unaccompanied and Separated Children. They
were assigned a guardian from among the social
workers from the Ministry of Labor and Social
Policy. Of the other vulnerable categories of
migrants and refugees, one person - a victim of
human trafficking was identified in the center
"Tabanovce".

DETENTION IN THE RECEPTION CENTER
FOR FOREIGNERS AND RETURNS IN
ABSENCE OF A FORMAL PROCEDURE
(PUSH-BACKS)

The Ministry of Interior reported in its daily
bulletin a total of nine cases of migrant smuggling
between October and December, in which the
police intercepted a total of 102 migrants.
According to the reports, some of them were held
in the Reception Center for Foreigners in Skopije,
which is a closed-type facility intended for
detaining foreigners for immigration purposes,
such as establishing identity and forced removal.
The others were taken to the reception-transit
center "Vinojug" in Gevgelija, where either they
were accommodated or returned to Greece in
absence of a formal procedure..

In this manner, the respect of some basic human
rights of the migrants and refugees were
questionable, including the right to liberty and
security, right to an effective remedy, and
prohibition of torture, which are guaranteed by
the European Human Rights Convention and
other international documents.

MIGRATION IN
MACEDONIA IN
NUMBERS

Persons detained at the
Reception Center for
Foreigners

Children detained at the
Reception Center for
Foreigers

Women detained at tthe

Reception Center for
Foreigners

Persons detained at the
Reception Center for
Foreigners who sought
asylum

Migrants victims of
smuggling
Persons returned in

readmition Agreement with
the EU

Persons who arrived in
Macedonia irregularly
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This report was produced by the team of USAID Migrant and Refugee Human Rights Protection Project with the
generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
The contents are the responsibility of the Macedonian Young Lawyers Association and do not necessarily reflect the
views of USAID or the United States Government.

In September 2016, USAID provided funding to MYLA to implement the Migrant and Refugee Human Rights Protection
Project. The overall goal of the project is to ensure that civil society organizations (CSOs) and Government of
Macedonia institutions protect the human rights of migrants and refugees and meet the distinct needs of the most
vulnerable groups among them. Since the beginning of the project through December 2017, MYLA has provided
information, advices and legal assistance to 288 migrants and refugees in Macedonia.

Macedonian Young Lawyers Association (MYLA) is an independent, professional and non-profit organization founded
in 2003, which provides legal aid an strategically litigates to protect human rights.



